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Unforgivable?

|. The Disappearing Years
e The significance of the number 40: the flood; motion on Mount
Sinai; wilderness wandering
e Until forty days from conception, the fetus is merely water."
(RN XN7V2 R0 X12'WUR D' D'UAIR TV)
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| pleaded with HaShem at that time, saying,

“HaShem, Elokim, You who let Your servant see the first works of Your greatness
and Your mighty hand, You whose powerful deeds no god in heaven or on earth
can equal!

Let me, | pray, cross over and see the good land on the other side of the Jordan,
that good hill country, and the Lebanon.”

But HaShem was wrathful with me on your account and would not listen to me.
HaShem said to me, “Enough! Never speak to Me of this matter again!

Go up to the summit of Pisgah and gaze about, to the west, the north, the south,
and the east. Look at it well, for you shall not go across yonder Jordan.

Give Joshua his instructions, and imbue him with strength and courage, for he
shall go across at the head of this people, and he shall allot to them the land that
you may only see.”

e How can Moshe say: D12un?? Discuss various approaches
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lll. The Fateful Encounter at the Rock
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(3) The people quarreled with Moshe, saying, “If only we had perished when our

brothers perished before HaShem!

(4) Why have you brought HaShem’s congregation into this wilderness for us and
our beasts to die there?

(5) Why did you make us leave Egypt to bring us to this wretched place, a place
with no grain or figs or vines or pomegranates? There is not even water to drink!”
(6) And Moshe and Aharon came away from the congregation to the entrance of
the Tent of Meeting, and fell on their faces. The Presence of HaShem appeared to
them,

(7) And HaShem spoke to Moshe, saying,

(8) “You and your brother Aharon take the rod and assemble the community, and
before their very eyes order the rock to yield its water. Thus you shall produce
water for them from the rock and provide drink for the congregation and their
beasts.”
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(9) Moshe took the rod from before HaShem, as He had commanded him.

(10) Moshe and Aharon assembled the congregation in front of the rock; and he
said to them, “Listen, you rebellious ones, shall we get water for you out of this
rock?”

(11) And Moshe raised his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; out came
abundant water, and the assembly and their beasts drank.

(12) And HaShem said to Moshe and Aharon, “Because you did not believe in Me
to sanctify Me in the sight of the Children of Israel, therefore you shall not lead
this congregation into the land that | have given them.”

(13) They are the waters of strife—where the Children of Israel quarreled with
HaShem—and He was sanctified through them.

lll. Approaches
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Abravanel: There must be another answer....
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Rashi: The classical approach and more...
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Rashbam: Moshe misunderstood and thought that Hashem wanted him to strike

the rock. Nonetheless, he and Aharon are punished because the higher you rise....
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Sforno: The sin emerges because there are three categories of miracles, each with
its own level of public sanctification of the Divine:

1. Hidden miracles.

2. Open miracles that could have emerged naturally under the right
circumstances and with the passage of time.

3. Open miracles that could not have possibly emerged naturally.
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Rambam: The Sin of Anger
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Rav llai said: A person is recognizable through three things — his cup (1012), his
pocket (1012), and his anger (1o0v2)
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Ramban:
A slip of the tongue?
Who is in charge?

IV A New Approach: Deja Vue All Over Again?
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(1) And the entire assembly of the Children of Israel journeyed from the
Wilderness of Sin and they encamped at Rephidim, and there was no water for
the people to drink.

(2) And the people quarreled with Moshe. “Give us water to drink,” they said; and
Moshe replied to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you try HaShem?”
(3) And the people thirsted there for water; and the people grumbled against
Moshe and said, “Why did you bring us up from Egypt, to kill us and our children
and livestock with thirst?”

(4) And Moshe cried out to HaShem, saying, “What shall | do with this people?
Before long they will be stoning me!”

(5) And HaShem said to Moshe, “Pass before the people; take with you some of
the elders of Israel, and take along the rod with which you struck the Nile, and set
out.

(6) Behold! I will be standing there before you on the rock at Chorev. Strike the
rock and water will issue from it, and the people will drink.” And Moshe did so in
the sight of the elders of Israel.

(7) And the place was named Massah U’Meriva, because the Israelites quarreled
and because they tried HaShem, saying, “Is HaShem present among us or not?”

V. Expanding the Lesson: A Powerful Mystery:
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It was said: Rabbi Akiva had twelve thousand pairs of students, from Givat to
Antipatris, and they all died in one period because they did not treat one another
with respect.

And the world was desolate until Rabbi Akiva came to our Rabbis in the South and
taught [Torah] to them: Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Yehuda, Rabbi Yossi, Rabbi Shimon,
and Rabbi Elazar ben Shammua—and it was they who restored the Torah at that
time.
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